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Evening Prayer: Rite II 
If you wish to make online donations to the ministry of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, please visit: 
https://sjbwestseattle.org/give 
 

Year Two 

Opening Sentence of Scripture 
 Presider Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands 

as the evening sacrifice. — Psalm 141:2 

  Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established the moon and the sun. 
You fixed all the boundaries of the earth; you made both summer and winter. 

   — Psalm 74:15-16 
Confession 
 Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
   in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
    and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
   we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
   that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
    to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 Presider Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

The Invitatory 

 Presider O God, make speed to save us. 
 People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
  Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light • Phos hilaron 

  O gracious light, 
   pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
    O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  

  Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
   and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
    we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

  You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
   O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
    and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
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The Psalter 
Psalm 73 Quam bonus Israel! 

 1 Truly, God is good to Israel, * 
to those who are pure in heart. 

 2 But as for me, my feet had nearly slipped; * 
I had almost tripped and fallen; 

 3 Because I envied the proud * 
and saw the prosperity of the wicked: 

 4 For they suffer no pain, * 
and their bodies are sleek and sound; 

 5 In the misfortunes of others they have no share; * 
they are not afflicted as others are; 

 6 Therefore they wear their pride like a necklace * 
and wrap their violence about them like a cloak. 

 7 Their iniquity comes from gross minds, * 
and their hearts overflow with wicked thoughts. 

 8 They scoff and speak maliciously; * 
out of their haughtiness they plan oppression. 

 9 They set their mouths against the heavens, * 
and their evil speech runs through the world. 

 10 And so the people turn to them * 
and find in them no fault. 

 11 They say, “How should God know? * 
is there knowledge in the Most High?” 

 12 So then, these are the wicked; * 
always at ease, they increase their wealth. 

 13 In vain have I kept my heart clean, * 
and washed my hands in innocence. 

 14 I have been afflicted all day long, * 
and punished every morning. 

 15 Had I gone on speaking this way, * 
I should have betrayed the generation of your children. 

 16 When I tried to understand these things, * 
it was too hard for me; 

 17 Until I entered the sanctuary of God * 
and discerned the end of the wicked. 

 18 Surely, you set them in slippery places; * 
you cast them down in ruin. 

 19 Oh, how suddenly do they come to destruction, * 
come to an end, and perish from terror! 

 20 Like a dream when one awakens, O Lord, * 
when you arise you will make their image vanish. 

 21 When my mind became embittered, * 
I was sorely wounded in my heart. 

 22 I was stupid and had no understanding; * 
I was like a brute beast in your presence. 
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 23 Yet I am always with you; * 
you hold me by my right hand. 

 24 You will guide me by your counsel, * 
and afterwards receive me with glory. 

 25 Whom have I in heaven but you? * 
and having you I desire nothing upon earth. 

 26 Though my flesh and my heart should waste away, * 
God is the strength of my heart and my portion for ever. 

 27 Truly, those who forsake you will perish; * 
you destroy all who are unfaithful. 

 28 But it is good for me to be near God; * 
I have made the Lord GOD my refuge. 

 29 I will speak of all your works * 
in the gates of the city of Zion. 

Psalm 74 Ut quid, Deus? 

 1 O God, why have you utterly cast us off? * 
why is your wrath so hot against the sheep of your pasture? 

 2 Remember your congregation that you purchased long ago, * 
the tribe you redeemed to be your inheritance, 

and Mount Zion where you dwell. 

 3 Turn your steps toward the endless ruins; * 
the enemy has laid waste everything in your sanctuary. 

 4 Your adversaries roared in your holy place; * 
they set up their banners as tokens of victory. 

 5 They were like men coming up with axes to a grove of trees; * 
they broke down all your carved work with hatchets and hammers. 

 6 They set fire to your holy place; * 
they defiled the dwelling-place of your Name and razed it to the ground. 

 7 They said to themselves, “Let us destroy them altogether.” * 
They burned down all the meeting-places of God in the land. 

 8 There are no signs for us to see; there is no prophet left; * 
there is not one among us who knows how long. 

 9 How long, O God, will the adversary scoff? * 
will the enemy blaspheme your Name for ever? 

 10 Why do you draw back your hand? * 
why is your right hand hidden in your bosom? 

 11 Yet God is my King from ancient times, * 
victorious in the midst of the earth. 

 12 You divided the sea by your might * 
and shattered the heads of the dragons upon the waters; 

 13 You crushed the heads of Leviathan * 
and gave him to the people of the desert for food. 

 14 You split open spring and torrent; * 
you dried up ever-flowing rivers. 
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 15 Yours is the day, yours also the night; * 
you established the moon and the sun. 

 16 You fixed all the boundaries of the earth; * 
you made both summer and winter. 

 17 Remember, O LORD, how the enemy scoffed, * 
how a foolish people despised your Name. 

 18 Do not hand over the life of your dove to wild beasts; * 
never forget the lives of your poor. 

 19 Look upon your covenant; * 
the dark places of the earth are haunts of violence. 

 20 Let not the oppressed turn away ashamed; * 
let the poor and needy praise your Name. 

 21 Arise, O God, maintain your cause; * 
remember how fools revile you all day long. 

 22 Forget not the clamor of your adversaries, * 
the unending tumult of those who rise up against you. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reading 
Jonah 1:17 – 2:10 

But the LORD provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the belly of the 
fish three days and three nights. 

Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish, saying, “I called to the 
LORD out of my distress, and he answered me; out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you 
heard my voice. You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the flood 
surrounded me; all your waves and your billows passed over me. Then I said, ‘I am driven 
away from your sight; how shall I look again upon your holy temple?’ The waters closed in 
over me; the deep surrounded me; weeds were wrapped around my head at the roots of 
the mountains. I went down to the land whose bars closed upon me forever; yet you 
brought up my life from the Pit, O LORD my God. As my life was ebbing away, I 
remembered the LORD; and my prayer came to you, into your holy temple. Those who 
worship vain idols forsake their true loyalty. But I with the voice of thanksgiving will 
sacrifice to you; what I have vowed I will pay. Deliverance belongs to the LORD!” 

Then the LORD spoke to the fish, and it spewed Jonah out upon the dry land. 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 
The Song of Mary • Magnificat: Luke 1:46–55 

  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

  for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
  the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

  He has mercy on those who fear him * 
  in every generation. 

  He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
  he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

  He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
  and has lifted up the lowly. 

  He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
  and the rich he has sent away empty. 

  He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
  for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

  The promise he made to our fathers, * 
  to Abraham and his children for ever. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reading 
Acts 27:9–26 

Since much time had been lost and sailing was now dangerous, because even the Fast 
had already gone by, Paul advised them, saying, “Sirs, I can see that the voyage will be 
with danger and much heavy loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our 
lives.” But the centurion paid more attention to the pilot and to the owner of the ship 
than to what Paul said. Since the harbor was not suitable for spending the winter, the 
majority was in favor of putting to sea from there, on the chance that somehow they 
could reach Phoenix, where they could spend the winter. It was a harbor of Crete, 
facing southwest and northwest. When a moderate south wind began to blow, they 
thought they could achieve their purpose; so they weighed anchor and began to sail 
past Crete, close to the shore. But soon a violent wind, called the northeaster, rushed 
down from Crete. Since the ship was caught and could not be turned head-on into the 
wind, we gave way to it and were driven. By running under the lee of a small island 
called Cauda we were scarcely able to get the ship’s boat under control. After hoisting 
it up they took measures to undergird the ship; then, fearing that they would run on 
the Syrtis, they lowered the sea anchor and so were driven. We were being pounded 
by the storm so violently that on the next day they began to throw the cargo 
overboard, and on the third day with their own hands they threw the ship’s tackle 
overboard. When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest 
raged, all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned. Since they had been without 
food for a long time, Paul then stood up among them and said, “Men, you should have 
listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and thereby avoided this damage and 
loss. I urge you now to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of life among 
you, but only of the ship.  
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For last night there stood by me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I 
worship, and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before the emperor; and 
indeed, God has granted safety to all those who are sailing with you.’ So keep up your 
courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told. But we 
will have to run aground on some island.” 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 
The Song of Simeon • Nunc dimittis: Luke 2:29–32 

  Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
  to go in peace as you have promised; 

  For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
  whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

  A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
  and the glory of your people Israel. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reading 
Luke 9:1–17 

Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons 
and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. He 
said to them, ‘Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money— not 
even an extra tunic. Whatever house you enter, stay there, and leave from there. Wherever 
they do not welcome you, as you are leaving that town shake the dust off your feet as a 
testimony against them.’ They departed and went through the villages, bringing the good 
news and curing diseases everywhere. 

Now Herod the ruler heard about all that had taken place, and he was perplexed, because it 
was said by some that John had been raised from the dead, by some that Elijah had 
appeared, and by others that one of the ancient prophets had arisen. Herod said, ‘John I 
beheaded; but who is this about whom I hear such things?’ And he tried to see him. 

On their return the apostles told Jesus all they had done. He took them with him and 
withdrew privately to a city called Bethsaida. When the crowds found out about it, they 
followed him; and he welcomed them, and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and 
healed those who needed to be cured. 

The day was drawing to a close, and the twelve came to him and said, ‘Send the crowd 
away, so that they may go into the surrounding villages and countryside, to lodge and get 
provisions; for we are here in a deserted place.’ But he said to them, ‘You give them 
something to eat.’ They said, ‘We have no more than five loaves and two fish— unless we 
are to go and buy food for all these people.’ For there were about five thousand men. And 
he said to his disciples, ‘Make them sit down in groups of about fifty each.’ They did so and 
made them all sit down.  

And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke 
them, and gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd. And all ate and were filled. 
What was left over was gathered up, twelve baskets of broken pieces. 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
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Reflection 
Silence may be kept. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 
 Presider The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you. 

 Presider Let us pray. 

 People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Suffrages 
Set A 

  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
And grant us your salvation. 

  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
Let your people sing with joy. 

  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
For only in you can we live in safety. 

  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

  Let your way be known upon earth; 
Your saving health among all nations. 

  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
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The Collect of the Day 
Proper 23 

 Presider Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually 
be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Choose one or more of the following Collects. 

A Collect for Peace 
 Presider Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give 

to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be 
fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, 
may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

A Collect for Aid Against Perils 
 Presider Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and 

dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Collect for Protection 
 Presider O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and 

the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly 
ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; 
through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for the Presence of Christ 
 Presider Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the 

way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 

Prayer for Mission 
 People Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 

angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, 
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for 
your love’s sake. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Form IV 

 Presider Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

  Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

  In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for The Anglican Church of Burundi. 

  In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Community of the Paraclete, Little Sisters 
of St. Clare, and The Third Order Society of St. Francis. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 
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 Presider Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what 
accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness 
cannot ask, grant this for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

One or both of the following may be used. 

A General Thanksgiving 
 People Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 

thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. 

   We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 
all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

  And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 People Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

The Blessing 
 Presider Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

 Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. — 2 Corinthians 13:14 


