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 Evening Prayer: Rite II 
If you wish to make online donations to the ministry of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, please visit: 

https://sjbwestseattle.org/give 
 

 

Opening Sentence of Scripture 
 Presider Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before him. 

   — Psalm 96:9 
  Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the morning, 

and darkens the day into night; who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out 
upon the surface of the earth: The Lord is his name. — Amos 5:8 

Confession 
 Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
   in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
    and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
   we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
   that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
    to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 Presider Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

The Invitatory 

 Presider O God, make speed to save us. 
 People O Lord, make haste to help us. 
  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
  Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light • Phos hilaron 

  O gracious light, 
   pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
    O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  
  Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
   and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
    we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
  You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
   O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
    and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
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The Psalter 
Psalm 147 Laudate Dominum 

 1 Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 
how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 

 2 The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; * 
he gathers the exiles of Israel. 

 3 He heals the brokenhearted * 
and binds up their wounds. 

 4 He counts the number of the stars *  
and calls them all by their names. 

 5 Great is our LORD and mighty in power; * 
there is no limit to his wisdom. 

 6 The LORD lifts up the lowly, * 
but casts the wicked to the ground. 

 7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; * 
make music to our God upon the harp. 

 8 He covers the heavens with clouds * 
and prepares rain for the earth; 

 9 He makes grass to grow upon the mountains * 
and green plants to serve mankind. 

 10 He provides food for flocks and herds * 
and for the young ravens when they cry. 

 11 He is not impressed by the might of a horse; * 
he has no pleasure in the strength of a man; 

 12 But the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, * 
in those who await his gracious favor. 

  13 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; * 
praise your God, O Zion; 

 14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
he has blessed your children within you. 

 15 He has established peace on your borders; * 
he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

 16 He sends out his command to the earth, * 
and his word runs very swiftly. 

 17 He gives snow like wool; * 
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

 18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 
who can stand against his cold? 

 19 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

 20 He declares his word to Jacob, * 
his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 

 21 He has not done so to any other nation; * 
to them he has not revealed his judgments. Hallelujah! 
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Psalm 148 Laudate Dominum 

 1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; * 
praise him in the heights. 

 2 Praise him, all you angels of his; * 
praise him, all his host. 

 3 Praise him, sun and moon; * 
praise him, all you shining stars. 

 4 Praise him, heaven of heavens, * 
and you waters above the heavens. 

 5 Let them praise the Name of the LORD; * 
for he commanded, and they were created. 

 6 He made them stand fast for ever and ever; * 
he gave them a law which shall not pass away. 

 7 Praise the LORD from the earth, * 
you sea-monsters and all deeps; 

 8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, * 
tempestuous wind, doing his will; 

 9 Mountains and all hills, * 
fruit trees and all cedars; 

 10 Wild beasts and all cattle, * 
creeping things and wingèd birds;. 

 11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, * 
princes and all rulers of the world; 

 12 Young men and maidens, * 
old and young together. 

 13 Let them praise the Name of the LORD, * 
for his Name only is exalted, his splendor is over earth and heaven. 

 14 He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal servants, * 
the children of Israel, a people who are near him. Hallelujah! 

Psalm 149 Cantate Domino 

 1 Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD a new song; * 
sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 

 2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; * 
let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 

 3 Let them praise his Name in the dance; * 
let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 

 4 For the LORD takes pleasure in his people * 
and adorns the poor with victory. 
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 5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; * 
let them be joyful on their beds. 

 6 Let the praises of God be in their throat * 
and a two-edged sword in their hand; 

 7 To wreak vengeance on the nations * 
and punishment on the peoples; 

 8 To bind their kings in chains * 
and their nobles with links of iron; 

 9 To inflict on them the judgment decreed; * 
this is glory for all his faithful people. Hallelujah! 

Psalm 150 Laudate Dominum 

 1 Hallelujah! Praise God in his holy temple; * 
praise him in the firmament of his power. 

 2 Praise him for his mighty acts; * 
praise him for his excellent greatness. 

 3 Praise him with the blast of the ram’s-horn; * 
praise him with lyre and harp. 

 4 Praise him with timbrel and dance; * 
praise him with strings and pipe. 

 5 Praise him with resounding cymbals; * 
praise him with loud-clanging cymbals. 

 6 Let everything that has breath * 
praise the LORD. Hallelujah! 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

	
  

Reading 
2 Kings 6:8–17 

Once when the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he took counsel with his officers. 
He said, “At such and such a place shall be my camp.” But the man of God sent word 
to the king of Israel, “Take care not to pass this place, because the Arameans are going 
down there.” The king of Israel sent word to the place of which the man of God spoke. 
More than once or twice he warned such a place so that it was on the alert. The mind of 
the king of Aram was greatly perturbed because of this; he called his officers and said 
to them, “Now tell me who among us sides with the king of Israel?” Then one of his 
officers said, “No one, my lord king. It is Elisha, the prophet in Israel, who tells the king 
of Israel the words that you speak in your bedchamber.” He said, “Go and find where 
he is; I will send and seize him.” He was told, “He is in Dothan.” So he sent horses and 
chariots there and a great army; they came by night, and surrounded the city. When an 
attendant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, an army with 
horses and chariots was all around the city. His servant said, “Alas, master! What shall 
we do?” He replied, “Do not be afraid, for there are more with us than there are with 
them.” Then Elisha prayed: “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” So the 
LORD opened the eyes of the servant, and he saw; the mountain was full of horses 
and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 
The Song of Mary • Magnificat: Luke 1:46–55 

  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

  for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
  the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

  He has mercy on those who fear him * 
  in every generation. 

  He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
  he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

  He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
  and has lifted up the lowly. 

  He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
  and the rich he has sent away empty. 

  He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
  for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

  The promise he made to our fathers, * 
  to Abraham and his children for ever. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reading 
Revelation 5:1–14 

Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written on the inside 
and on the back, sealed with seven seals; and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a 
loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” And no one in 
heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it. And I 
began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look 
into it. Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven 
seals.” Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the 
elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He went and took the 
scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne. When he had taken 
the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each 
holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
They sing a new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you 
were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God saints from every tribe and 
language and people and nation; you have made them to be a kingdom and priests 
serving our God, and they will reign on earth.” Then I looked, and I heard the voice of 
many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the elders; they 
numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with full voice, 
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and might and honor and glory and blessing!”  



Evening Prayer • page 7 

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, 
and all that is in them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be 
blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” And the four living creatures 
said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 
The Song of Simeon • Nunc dimittis: Luke 2:29–32 

  Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
  to go in peace as you have promised; 

  For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
  whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

  A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
  and the glory of your people Israel. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reading 
Mark 13:21–27 

Then Jesus said to one of the disciples, “And if anyone says to you at that time, ‘Look! Here 
is the Messiah!’ or ‘Look! There he is!’— do not believe it. False messiahs and false prophets 
will appear and produce signs and omens, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. But be alert; I 
have already told you everything. 

“But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

“Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven.” 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Reflection 
Silence may be kept. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers 
 Presider The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you. 

 Presider Let us pray. 

 People Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Suffrages 
Set A 

  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
And grant us your salvation. 

  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
Let your people sing with joy. 

  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
For only in you can we live in safety. 

  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

  Let your way be known upon earth; 
Your saving health among all nations. 

  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 
Saint Michael and All Angels 

 Presider Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the ministries 
of angels and mortals: Mercifully grant that, as your holy angels always serve and worship 
you in heaven, so by your appointment they may help and defend us here on earth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Choose one or more of the following Collects. 

A Collect for Peace 
 Presider Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give 

to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be 
fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, 
may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
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A Collect for Aid Against Perils 
 Presider Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and 

dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Collect for Protection 
 Presider O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and 

the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly 
ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; 
through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for the Presence of Christ 
 Presider Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the 

way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 

Prayer for Mission 
 People Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 

angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, 
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for 
your love’s sake. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Form IV 

 Presider Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
  Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 

together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
  In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Church of Bangladesh. 
  In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for St. John’s/San Juan, Olympia; 

St. Christopher’s, Olympia; and St. David of Wales, Shelton. 
  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope 
in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 
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 Presider We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what 
accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness 
cannot ask, grant this for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

One or both of the following may be used. 

A General Thanksgiving 
 People Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 

thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. 

   We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 
all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

  And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 People Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

The Blessing 
 Presider Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

 Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. — 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 


