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 Evening Prayer: Rite II 
If you wish to make online donations to the ministry of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, please visit: 
https://sjbwestseattle.org/give 
 

Year Two 

Opening Sentence of Scripture 
 Presider Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
   — Philippians 1:2 

  I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after night. 
I have set the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. 

   — Psalm 16:7-8 
Confession 
 Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
   in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
    and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
   we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
   that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
    to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 Presider Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

The Invitatory 

 Presider O God, make speed to save us. 
 People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
  Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light • Phos hilaron 

  O gracious light, 
   pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
    O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  

  Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
   and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
    we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

  You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
   O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
    and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
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The Psalter 
Psalm 114 In exitu Israel 

 1  Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, * 
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 

 2  Judah became God’s sanctuary * 
and Israel his dominion. 

 3  The sea beheld it and fled; * 
Jordan turned and went back. 

 4  The mountains skipped like rams, * 
and the little hills like young sheep. 

 5  What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 
O Jordan, that you turned back? 

 6  You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 
you little hills like young sheep? 

 7  Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the LORD, * 
at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

 8  Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 
and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 

Psalm 115 Non nobis, Domine 

 1 Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your Name give glory; * 
because of your love and because of your faithfulness. 

 2 Why should the heathen say, * 
“Where then is their God?” 

 3 Our God is in heaven; * 
whatever he wills to do he does. 

 4 Their idols are silver and gold, * 
the work of human hands. 

 5 They have mouths, but they cannot speak; * 
eyes have they, but they cannot see; 

 6 They have ears but they cannot hear; * 
noses, but they cannot smell; 

 7 They have hands, but they cannot feel; feet, but they cannot walk; * 
they make no sound with their throat. 

 8 Those who make them are like them, * 
and so are all who put their trust in them. 

 9 O Israel, trust in the LORD; * 
he is their help and their shield. 

 10 O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD; * 
he is their help and their shield. 

 11 You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD; * 
he is their help and their shield. 

 12 The LORD has been mindful of us, and he will bless us; * 
he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron; 
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 13 He will bless those who fear the LORD, * 
both small and great together. 

 14 May the LORD increase you more and more, * 
you and your children after you. 

 15 May you be blessed by the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

 16 The heaven of heavens is the LORD’s, * 
but he entrusted the earth to its peoples. 

 17 The dead do not praise the LORD, * 
nor all those who go down into silence; 

 18 But we will bless the LORD, * 
from this time forth for evermore. Hallelujah! 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reading 
Judith 10:1–23 

When Judith had stopped crying out to the God of Israel and had ended all these words, 
she rose from where she lay prostrate. She called her maid and went down into the house 
where she lived on Sabbaths and on her festal days. She removed the sackcloth she had 
been wearing, took off her widow’s garments, bathed her body with water, and anointed 
herself with precious ointment. She combed her hair, put on a tiara, and dressed herself in 
the festive attire that she used to wear while her husband Manasseh was living. She put 
sandals on her feet and put on her anklets, bracelets, rings, earrings, and all her other 
jewelry. Thus she made herself very beautiful, to entice the eyes of all the men who might 
see her. She gave her maid a skin of wine and a flask of oil and filled a bag with roasted 
grain, dried fig cakes, and fine bread; then she wrapped up all her dishes and gave them to 
her to carry. 

Then they went out to the town gate of Bethulia and found Uzziah standing there with the 
elders of the town, Chabris and Charmis. When they saw her transformed in appearance 
and dressed differently, they were very greatly astounded at her beauty and said to her, 
“May the God of our ancestors grant you favor and fulfill your plans, so that the people of 
Israel may glory and Jerusalem may be exalted.” She bowed down to God. 

Then she said to them, “Order the gate of the town to be opened for me so that I may go out 
and accomplish the things you have just said to me.” So they ordered the young men to 
open the gate for her, as she requested. 10 When they had done this, Judith went out, 
accompanied by her maid. The men of the town watched her until she had gone down the 
mountain and passed through the valley, where they lost sight of her. 

As the women were going straight on through the valley, an Assyrian patrol met her and 
took her into custody. They asked her, “To what people do you belong, and where are you 
coming from, and where are you going?”  

She replied, “I am a daughter of the Hebrews, but I am fleeing from them, for they are 
about to be handed over to you to be devoured. I am on my way to see Holofernes the 
commander of your army, to give him a true report; I will show him a way by which he can 
go and capture all the hill country without losing one of his men, captured or slain.” 
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When the men heard her words and observed her face— she was in their eyes marvelously 
beautiful— they said to her, “You have saved your life by hurrying down to see our lord. 
Go at once to his tent; some of us will escort you and hand you over to him. When you 
stand before him, have no fear in your heart, but tell him what you have just said, and he 
will treat you well.” 

They chose from their number a hundred men to accompany her and her maid, and they 
brought them to the tent of Holofernes. There was great excitement in the whole camp, for 
her arrival was reported from tent to tent. They came and gathered around her as she stood 
outside the tent of Holofernes, waiting until they told him about her. They marveled at her 
beauty and admired the Israelites, judging them by her. They said to one another, “Who 
can despise these people, who have women like this among them? It is not wise to leave 
one of their men alive, for if we let them go they will be able to beguile the whole world!” 

Then the guards of Holofernes and all his attendants came out and led her into the tent. 
Holofernes was resting on his bed under a canopy that was woven with purple, gold, 
emeralds, and other precious stones. When they told him of her, he came to the front of the 
tent, with silver lamps carried before him. When Judith came into the presence of 
Holofernes and his attendants, they all marveled at the beauty of her face. She prostrated 
herself and did obeisance to him, but his slaves raised her up. 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 
The Song of Mary • Magnificat: Luke 1:46–55 

  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

  for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
  the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

  He has mercy on those who fear him * 
  in every generation. 

  He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
  he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

  He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
  and has lifted up the lowly. 

  He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
  and the rich he has sent away empty. 

  He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
  for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

  The promise he made to our fathers, * 
  to Abraham and his children for ever. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Reading 
Acts 19:1–10 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into 
John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, 
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether 
there were about twelve of them. 

He entered the synagogue and for three months spoke out boldly, and argued persuasively 
about the kingdom of God. When some stubbornly refused to believe and spoke evil of the 
Way before the congregation, he left them, taking the disciples with him, and argued daily 
in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This continued for two years, so that all the residents of 
Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord. 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 
The Song of Simeon • Nunc dimittis: Luke 2:29–32 

  Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
  to go in peace as you have promised; 

  For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
  whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

  A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
  and the glory of your people Israel. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reading 
Luke 4:1–13 

After his baptism, Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by 
the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate 
nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil 
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 
Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’” 

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 
And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it 
has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, 
it will all be yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’”  
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Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, 

‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’ 

and 
‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against 
a stone.’”  

Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” When the devil 
had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Reflection 
Silence may be kept. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 
 Presider The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you. 

 Presider Let us pray. 

 People Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Suffrages 
Set B 

  That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before 
the great judgment seat of Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of Saint John 
the Baptist and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

The Collect of the Day 
Proper 20 

 Presider Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and 
even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those 
that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Choose one or more of the following Collects. 

A Collect for Peace 
 Presider Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give 

to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be 
fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, 
may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

A Collect for Aid Against Perils 
 Presider Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and 

dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Collect for Protection 
 Presider O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and 

the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly 
ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; 
through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for the Presence of Christ 
 Presider Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the 

way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
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Prayer for Mission 
 People Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 

angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, 
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for 
your love’s sake. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Form IV 

 Presider Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
  Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 

together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

  In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Anglican Church of Australia. 

  In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for St. Mark’s, Montesano; and Chaplains 
on the Harbor, Montesano. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what 
accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness 
cannot ask, grant this for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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One or both of the following may be used. 

A General Thanksgiving 
 People Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 

thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. 

   We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 
all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

  And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 People Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

The Blessing 
 Presider Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

 Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. — 2 Corinthians 13:14 

	
  


