
	
  

EVENING PRAYER 
WEDNESDAY after the THIRD SUNDAY of EASTER 

 
April 22, 2026 

6:30 P.M. 

 St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church 
in the Admiral District of West Seattle 

We acknowledge that we are on the unceded traditional land of the Coast Salish people, 
including the Duwamish and Suquamish People past and present. 

We honor with gratitude the land itself and the Duwamish and Suquamish tribes. 

Please know, that wherever you are in your spiritual journey, you have a place at St. John’s. 
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Evening Prayer: Rite II 
If you wish to make online donations to the ministry of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, please visit: 
https://sjbwestseattle.org/give 
 

Year Two 

Opening Sentence of Scripture 
 Presider Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
 People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 Presider Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
   — 1 Corinthians 15:57 

  If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God.  —Colossians 3:1 

  Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.  —Hebrews 9:24 

  You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

    —Acts 1:8 

The Invitatory 

 Presider O God, make speed to save us. 
 People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
  Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover • Pascha nostrum: 1 Corinthians 5:7–8; Romans 6:9–11; 1 Corinthians 15:20–22 

  Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 
therefore let us keep the feast, 

  Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 

  Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
death no longer has dominion over him. 

  The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
 the life he lives, he lives to God. 

  So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

  Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

  For since by a man came death, * 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 

  For as in Adam all die, * 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
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The Psalter 
Psalm 119:25-32 Daleth • Adhæsit pavimento 

 25 My soul cleaves to the dust; * 
give me life according to your word. 

 26 I have confessed my ways, and you answered me; * 
instruct me in your statutes. 

 27 Make me understand the way of your commandments, * 
that I may meditate on your marvelous works. 

 28 My soul melts away for sorrow; * 
strengthen me according to your word. 

 29 Take from me the way of lying; * 
let me find grace through your law. 

 30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness; * 
I have set your judgments before me. 

 31 I hold fast to your decrees; * 
O LORD, let me not be put to shame. 

 32 I will run the way of your commandments, * 
for you have set my heart at liberty. 

Psalm 119:33-40 He • Legem pone 

 33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, * 
and I shall keep it to the end. 

 34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 
I shall keep it with all my heart. 

 35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 
for that is my desire. 

 36 Incline my heart to your decrees * 
and not to unjust gain. 

 37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 
give me life in your ways. 

 38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 
which you make to those who fear you. 

 39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 
because your judgments are good. 

 40 Behold, I long for your commandments; * 
in your righteousness preserve my life. 
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Psalm 119:41-48 Waw • Et veniat super me 

 41 Let your loving-kindness come to me, O LORD, * 
and your salvation, according to your promise. 

 42 Then shall I have a word for those who taunt me, * 
because I trust in your words. 

 43 Do not take the word of truth out of my mouth, * 
for my hope is in your judgments. 

 44 I shall continue to keep your law; * 
I shall keep it for ever and ever. 

 45 I will walk at liberty, * 
because I study your commandments. 

 46 I will tell of your decrees before kings * 
and will not be ashamed. 

 47 I delight in your commandments, * 
which I have always loved. 

 48 I will lift up my hands to your commandments, * 
and I will meditate on your statutes. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reading 
Colossians 1:15–23 

Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or powers — all things have been created through him and for 
him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head 
of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now 
reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless 
and irreproachable before him — provided that you continue securely established and 
steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you 
heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a 
servant of this gospel. 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 
The Song of Mary • Magnificat: Luke 1:46–55 

  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

  for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
  the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

  He has mercy on those who fear him * 
  in every generation. 

  He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
  he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

  He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
  and has lifted up the lowly. 

  He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
  and the rich he has sent away empty. 

  He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
  for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

  The promise he made to our fathers, * 
  to Abraham and his children for ever. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reading 
Matthew 3:13–17 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle  
The Song of Simeon • Nunc dimittis: Luke 2:29–32 

  Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
  to go in peace as you have promised; 

  For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
  whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

  A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
  and the glory of your people Israel. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reflection 
Silence may be kept. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 
 Presider The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you. 

 Presider Let us pray. 

 People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Suffrages 
Set A 

  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
And grant us your salvation. 

  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
Let your people sing with joy. 

  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
For only in you can we live in safety. 

  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

  Let your way be known upon earth; 
Your saving health among all nations. 

  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 Presider O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: 
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Choose one or more of the following Collects. 

A Collect for Peace 
 Presider Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give 

to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be 
fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, 
may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

A Collect for Aid Against Perils 
 Presider Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and 

dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Collect for Protection 
 Presider O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and 

the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly 
ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; 
through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for the Presence of Christ 
 Presider Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the 

way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 

Prayer for Mission 
 People Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 

angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, 
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for 
your love's sake. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
 Presider To Christ who is lifted up. Life giver, bringer of hope, lift us up and bring us close. 
  Risen Christ, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider In the mystery of resurrection, the darkness of the tomb, you find us. Bring us out into the 
light. Strengthen and renew your global church. 

  In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar 
(Burma). 

  In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for Saint Mark’s Cathedral, Seattle; and St. Paul’s, 
Seattle. 

  Risen Christ, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider We ask you to embolden those who lead. Guided by love, may they put first the needs of 
those who are so often last. 

  Risen Christ, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Shine your hope on all who seek wholeness. We pray for all who are sick and suffering loss. 
We pray for those who are desperate to have their basic needs met of food, shelter, and 
healthcare. We pray for all who are in need of compassion. We pray for the earth that is our 
home and our responsibility. May we see the needs around us and be equipped to respond. 

  Risen Christ, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 
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 Presider You listen to our prayers as a parent listens to the cries of her children. We offer the 
intercessions of our community, especially _____ , fill us with your light as we offer you our 
prayers silently or aloud. _____ . 

  Silence may be kept. 

  Risen Christ, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider We offer our thanksgivings as a sunrise of praise. We are grateful for all things great and 
small, especially _____ . Join our light with yours as we offer these thanksgivings silently or 
aloud _____ . 

  Silence may be kept. 

  Risen Christ, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider We pray for our loved ones who have died. Remember those whose light will always burn 
brightly within our hearts, especially _____ . Take our hands in yours as we offer you our 
prayers either silently or aloud _____ . 

  Silence may be kept. 

  Risen Christ, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider In resurrection joy we give you thanks for the new life you breathe into us and our world. 
Connect us to one another and to your church throughout time and space. Teach us how to 
join with you in making all things new. In the name of our redeemer, Jesus Christ. 

 People Amen. 

One or both of the following may be used. 

A General Thanksgiving 
 People Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 

thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. 

   We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 
all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

  And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 People Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

The Blessing 
 Presider Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

 Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. — 2 Corinthians 13:14 


